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WHAT IF? By Paul Beach

A lot of people are 
asking that now.  What 
if we actually buy the 
club house? What if we 
actually get all of the 
extra land that comes 
with it?  What can we do 
with it?  What can’t we 
do with it?  The answer 

is – we are only limited by our imagination.  For many OPCC 
folks who signed the petition, attended the townhall meeting 
last Thursday, and attended the HOA meeting on Tuesday, it’s a 
no-brainer. 

For over 30 years the Orange Park Country Club has been 
a premium golfing destination.  It also has been a very sought 
after and secluded retreat from the increasing grind of urban 
sprawl and traffic just outside the gate.  But lately, ever since the 
closure of the golf course, the signs have been building that the 
OPCC is becoming….a ‘has been’. 

The opportunity to buy the club house and former golf 
course will only come once.  If we squander this rare oppor-
tunity, we are sacrificing a lot.  One thing is absolutely certain, 
change is coming.  If a developer buys the property, it will be 
developed.  If an investor buys the property, it will continue to 

sit and decline for years until it is sold for a profit – to a devel-
oper.  What will be developed?  Nobody knows for certain, but 
the most likely scenario would be more housing.  That housing 
would be as densely packed as the law will allow to maximize 
profits. 

But what if we buy the club house, abandoned golf course, 
and assorted buildings with all their contents?  We no longer 
live under the threat of a crush of trucks clogging up Country 
Club Blvd.  We don’t have to worry about our beautiful land 
being erased. We can renovate our club house and more im-
portantly, we can renovate our future.  This is an opportunity 
to embrace change and reimagine our community as we would 
want it.  This is actually an incredibly exciting moment we are 
living in.  Our future is in our hands, if… we choose to recog-
nize this opportunity and seize it. 

I have my hopes, but I also have my fears.  I will calm my 
fears by knowing that I am not alone.  We can all meet this 
challenge by coming together.  We are much stronger, smarter, 
and focused when uni-
fied.  What will we do 
with it?  We will answer 
that question together.  
But we have to acquire 
it first or we will never 
know the answer.  Stay 
strong OPCC.
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2021 OPCC
Board of Directors

John McCormack, President
904-728-8623

jmccormack@pmc-ronwood.com
 TJennifer Tossavainen, Vice-President

904-866-9291
jtoss@cbvfl.com

 Bob McKinney, Treasurer
904-375-9554

bobpat4FL@comcast.net
 Randy Rutan, Secretary

904-276-5067
randy@randyrutan.com

 Quint Bowman, Member at Large
904-601-8595

ministerqabowman@gmail.com
 Wilma Miller, Member at Large

904-272-5493
wcmil@bellsouth.net

 Linda Sparks, Member at Large
904-272-4456

ecology22@aol.com
  

Publication Policy
The function of the community newsletter, “Behind the 
Gate” is to serve the entire gated community of Loch 
Rane and Orange Park Country Club and is a product of 
Clay Today.

Priority will be given to reporting news and activities of 
the community and other news and events that directly 
affect the residents.  Second priority will be given to 
articles of general interest as space permits.  Articles and 
photos must be sent to Lisa Beach at lisacbeach@gmail.
com by the deadline date below.  Due to space limitation, 
all articles are subject to editing. 

Letters of opinion must be signed, as well as brief and in 
good taste.  Views expressed are those of the writer and 
do not express the viewpoint of the publisher, OPCCOA 
or LRIA.

Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an 
endorsement or approval of any product or services by 
the publisher, OPCCOA or LRIA.  The publisher reserves 
the right to refuse advertising that does not meet the 
standards of the publication.

The publisher of “Behind the Gate” agrees to indemnify 
and hold harmless OPCCOA and LRIA for any claims 
asserted against or financial liabilities incurred by them 
arising from commercial content of this publication or 
anything contained in any advertising copy, including 
without limitation any claims of whatever nature asserted 
by advertisers or potential advertisers.

OPCC Board of Directors Meeting
It was a beautiful night for a well-
attended meeting in the cabana.  Most 
of the business addressed was routine.  
Our finances remain on track.  The 
ARB continues to be busy.  Thirteen 
applications including exterior painting, 
landscaping and fencing were approved.  
The Landscape Committee reported that 
new gold mulch will be installed in OPCC 
common areas in late June.  Due to some 
current problems with sagging door 
frames, A/C issues, etc., the community 
building will be inspected by First 
Choice Building Inspections to help us 
budget for future repairs.  The Activities 
Committee is going to start up monthly 
neighborhood socials again.  Neighbors 
will be able to gather in the cabana, BYOB 
and snacks, enjoy some live music and 
chat with friends and neighbors – always 
fun!  Computers and software have been 
updated at the gatehouse and things 
seem to be operating more smoothly.

The reason for the great turnout at the 
meeting was due to the movement by 
some residents to get the board to act 
on the purchase of the former golf course 
property.  Given the fact 121 Financial 
currently has two letters of intent in place 
by two different entities, both of whom 

are developers, residents expressed 
concern about the strong possibility a 
developer will purchase the property and 
build detached and attached housing 
having an impact on our infrastructure:  
roads, storm water drainage and the 
impact on traffic in and out of the gate 
and Blanding Blvd. not to mention the 
impact on the quiet, country feel of our 
neighborhood.  These residents came to 
the board meeting with a petition signed 
by 127 homeowners requesting the board 
move forward with activities that would 
lead to the acquisition of the former golf 
course property.  After listening to the 
committee’s presentation, the board 
unanimously approved moving forward 
with the plan to acquire the property 
beginning with filing a letter of intent with 
121 Financial.  The plan moving forward 
would include developing a cost estimate 
to present to owners, getting the word 
out via street captains, holding additional 
town halls, and finally having a written 
ballot vote by the owners with a 66 2/3 
majority needed to move forward with the 
acquisition.

The next Board meeting will be June 15 at 
6:00 p.m. in the cabana. 

OPCCOA/LRIA Steering Committee Report
May 2021 / By Randy Rutan

May’s meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Kathy Marko and adjourned at 6:23 p.m.  There was 
a quorum of members present.  The April meeting minutes and financial report were unanimously approved.  An 
update on computer improvements at the gatehouse was provided.  Most of the work has been completed.  The 
Landscape Committee reported that due to Tree Amigos staffing difficulties, work on some of the projects previ-
ously approved will not begin until June.  The committee is looking into the bare spot in front of the community 
building near the Loch Rane sign as well as a reported dead/leaning tree near the entry.  David Sparks, Chairman 
of the Joint Roads Committee, reported that the pavers at the gate are sinking more.  When work on the pavers 
is done, a lane on the inbound side will have to be shut down and oversized vehicles may not be admitted for 
a period of time.  Additional security officers will have to be brought in to direct traffic.  Residents will be given 
plenty of notice.  There were no updates on a potential Fall garage sale.

May 18, 2021  /  By Randy Rutan

To subscribe, call 264-3200 
or email  the Publisher.
Jon Cantrell: jon@opcca.com

Stay 
Connected.
$17

ANNUALLY

READ 
FOR FREE

ONLINE AT
CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

*PAYWALL LIFTED CURRENTLY DUE TO 
COVID19  PLEASE ENJOY AND FIND LOCAL 

NEWS & INFORMATION INCLUDING
HEALTH RELATED, OPEN & 

CLOSED BUSINSSES AS WELL AS 
CANCELLATIONS

INSIDINSIDE.
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2021 Loch Rane 
Board of Directors
Brian Rogers, President
rogersbw@gmail.com

Chuck Bryner, Vice-President
bryner@comcast.net

Marie Bryan, Treasurer
marieandbobby@yahoo.com

James Hudgins, Secretary
secretary@jhudgins.com

Thomas Coppola, Member at Large
tcoppola4778@gmail.com

Kathryn Marko, Member at Large
navynomad@hotmail.com

Gary McMahill, Member at Large
mcmahidga@aol.com

2021 Steering 
Committee
Kathryn Marko, Chairman

Randy Rutan, Secretary

Daniel Butler, Member

Tom Martin, Member

Marie Bryan, Member

The Steering Committee meets on the 
third Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. 
at the community building.  The purpose 
of the committee is to oversee issues of 
joint interest in the common areas of Loch 
Rane and OPCC.  Homeowners of both 
communities are invited to attend.

Loch Rane Board of Directors Meeting
By Brian Rogers

The May meeting of the Loch Rane Board of 
Directors was held on May 11, 2021.  It was sparsely 
attended by residents in person and via live stream 
online.

The Treasurers report showed yet another 
month of being under budget, a trend we strive to 
continue.

The CAM team provided this month’s compli-
ance reports with landscaping and general yard 
maintenance violations. Remember street/curb 
gutters are the homeowners responsibility to main-
tain, so please be sure debris, sand, and weeds are 
cleaned out as you would your yard.

We would also like to remind residents most 
exterior modifications require the submission of 
an ACC request form which can be found on the 
website lochraneonline.com.  Feel free to email the 
CAM team at lochrane@agentlink.net if you have 
any questions.

The Storm Drain relining project will continue 
into June.  We have collected 77% of the special 
assessment and remind owners the deadline is May 
15.  Collections/late fees will accrue for accounts 
unpaid after this date.  Contact the CAM team if you 
wish to work out a payment plan.  

The BOD has approved a bid of $23,000 from Ev-
ans Construction to install a French style underdrain 
system in the swale between Duart and Cameron 
drive.

We have completed round 6 of the proposed 
changes to the Covenants and Restrictions and BOD 

member, James Hudgins hopes to have revision 7 
compiled and available on the website for resident 
review.  Please look for an announcement of Revi-
sion 7 and future meeting.

A pedestrian crossing on the outbound side 
of the Blvd. near the “bend” was approved by the 
Roads Committee.  We hope to have it installed by 
Walker signs in a few weeks.

We plan to put small flags along the Blvd. this 
month for Memorial Day.  We will announce the 
date (shooting for May 28 or 29) and hope to get 
volunteers.

A resident has reported standing water in their 
yard on Ennis Drive.  Clay Utilities came out and con-
cluded it is not a water leak in the utility line.  We 
also had the company that installed the underdrain 
system along Ennis to put a camera into the drain 
and confirm it is not clogged nor damaged.  Further 
investigation into the source of the standing water, 
as well as a solution is being looked into by the BOD.

Ms. Franklin has volunteered to meet with the 
previous organizer of the community yard sale.  If 
we get another volunteer from OPCC, hopefully they 
can schedule this event for later this year.   We are 
very thankful for her volunteer efforts and hope 
others will pitch in as well!

The next monthly BOD meeting is scheduled 
for June 8 at 6:30 p.m. If you have any questions or 
comments on how the neighborhood is managed, 
we urge you to attend.

We offer Everything From Routine Eye Exams to Surgical 
Services | We Accept VSP & Eyemed  

www.clayeye.com
(904) 272-2020

NEWNEW
LOCATIONLOCATION
1658 ST. VINCENT’S WAY
SUITE 250 
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068

Orange Park | Fleming Island
Riverside | Mandarin | Middleburg

Submit Your Stories
Help contribute to your community newsletter!

This newsletter is produced for Loch Rane and Orange Park Country Club.  If you’d like to offer 
content for publication, here’s how to get started:

Stories/Photography: Send your articles and/or high-resolution JPEGs to Lisa Beach at 
lisacbeach@gmail.com. Articles should be sent as Microsoft Word attachments that are saved  
as “.doc” files.  Photos should also be sent as attachments not embedded in an email.

The July 2021 Deadline for content; Sunday, June 13.

About this Newsletter
Publisher/Advertising: Jon Cantrell, jon@opcfla.com 
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CONCENTRATING IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

“Prepare for tomorrow … have peace of mind today.”
Nancy E. Kemner, J.D., LL.M.*

Conveniently located at: 859 Park Avenue, Suite 104 Orange Park, Florida 32073
(904) 278-1178 • www.KemnerLaw.com

ESTATE PLANNING
✓ Revocable Trusts
✓ Last Will and Testament
✓ Durable Power of Attorney
✓ Advanced Directives

ELDER LAW*
✓ Probate
✓ Probate Avoidance
✓ Medicaid Planning
✓ Qualified Income Trusts

Serving Families in Florida for Over 25 Years

Eric Goreschak, grandson of Billy and Becky Wall, graduated from the University of Florida 
with a Bachelor of Science in Industrial and Systems Engineering and minors in Econom-
ics and Business Administration.  He will be moving to Atlanta to begin his career with 
Invisors, a technology consulting firm.

Danielle DeHart is the daughter of Craig and Amy DeHart of Loch Rane.  Danielle gradu-
ated twice, thus deserving of two photos!  She graduated from Orange Park Senior High 
School on May 28 in the top five percent of her class.  As a member of her high school’s 
Collegiate program, she received her Associate of Arts Degree on May 7 from St. Johns 
River College.  She will be headed off to Seminole River State College to pursue a Bache-
lor of Arts in Interior Design.

Fallon Yearty is the daughter of Skip & Selina Yearty of OPCC and the granddaughter of 
Roy & Claudia Beall and Mike & Martha Yearty.  Fallon graduated from Middleburg High 
School where she was a varsity cheerleader, a member of the National Technical Honor 
Society, and a member of Skills USA (earning her four-year auto mechanic certification). 
Fallon plans to attend St. John’s River State College, obtain her AA degree and later trans-
fer to Georgia Southern to major in Criminology.

SAVE THE DATE
NEIGHBORHOOD SOCIALS ARE BACK!

Saturday, June 19, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the pool cabana.  Bring your 
beverage of choice and some snacks.  Enjoy live music and conver-
sation with friends and neighbors.  Please remember glass contain-
ers are not allowed inside the pool amenity.

Eric Goreschak

Fallon Yearty

Danielle DeHart

Henry O’Brien Mountain
Henry O’Brien Mountain, an Eagle Harbor resident, and the oldest grandson of OPCC’s 
Tom & Ann O’Brien, graduated from the University of Central Florida, Orlando, on May 
6 with a Bachelor of Science (Industrial Engineering) Degree. He had a paid internship 
with Lockheed-Martin Corp., Orlando, for the final two years of his studies at UCF and will 
parlay that experience into his first postgraduate job with Lockheed-Martin Corp, Lufkin, 
Texas, in the immediate future. We wish you “All the Best,” Henry!
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1525 Kingsley Ave  |  Orange Park, FL 32073 

(904) 955-9488 |  www.PalagioSeniorLiving.com
ALF License #13475

Live the Good Life®

Call 904-955-9488 to book your personalized tour.

Email us for more details at  

HELLO@PalagioSeniorLiving.com

CALL TODAY FOR  
GRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENING    

SPECIALS!

atatCelebrateCelebrate
FreedomFreedom

Kudosgo to....
to Loch Rane BOD members, Tom Coppola and Gary McMahill, for volunteering their time and materials to replace 
the post on the stop sign at the corner of Glencoe and Glenlyon.  The sign is back up at zero cost to the com-
munity!

to Loch Rane BOD member, Chuck Bryner, for hand cutting the ends of the MANY small flag poles used 
for display along the Blvd. The “points” make pushing them into the ground much easier! 

to those OPCC residents that continue to maintain the overgrown golf course areas.  We had no idea 
how many of you there are and how much time, effort, and pride (and even a little competition) you 
have contributed to keeping our community beautiful!!  We applaud you once again!!

Origins of Father’s Day

We learned in the last issue about the history of Mother’s 
Day.  The campaign to celebrate the nation’s fathers did 
not meet with the same enthusiasm–perhaps because, as 
one florist explained, “fathers haven’t the same sentimen-
tal appeal that mothers have.”

On July 5, 1908, a West Virginia church sponsored the 
nation’s first event explicitly in honor of fathers, a Sun-
day sermon in memory of the 362 men who had died in 
the previous December’s explosions at the Fairmont Coal 
Company mines in Monongah, but it was a one-time com-
memoration and not an annual holiday.

The next year, a Spokane, Washington, woman named 
Sonora Smart Dodd, one of six children raised by a widow-
er, tried to establish an official equivalent to Mother’s Day 
for male parents. She went to local churches, the YMCA, 
shopkeepers and government officials to drum up support 

for her idea, and she was successful: Washington State 
celebrated the nation’s first statewide Father’s Day on 
June 19, 1910.

Slowly, the holiday spread. In 1916, President Wilson hon-
ored the day by using telegraph signals to unfurl a flag in 
Spokane when he pressed a button in Washington, D.C. In 
1924, President Calvin Coolidge urged state governments 
to observe Father’s Day.

Today, the day honoring fathers is celebrated in the Unit-
ed States on the third Sunday of June: Father’s Day 2021 
occurs on June 20.

In other countries–especially in Europe and Latin Ameri-
ca–fathers are honored on St. Joseph’s Day, a traditional 
Catholic holiday that falls on March 19. 

For further reading, go to source: https://www.history.
com/topics/holidays/fathers-day

Don’t Forget Dad on June 20…
Happy Father’s Day to all Dad’s “Behind the Gate”!

Kids’ Korner
School’s out for Summer!

 

Free printable courtesy of PrintitFree.net 

WWoorrdd  SSeeaarrcchh  PPuuzzzzllee  
Summer Fun 

W A T E R P A R K V A C A T I O N

F R I E N D S W S T Z G H N A I G

T S A Z Q P A B Q C N P N M D C S

E W O N C H I I Y I A S U R X E N

B I C Y C L E C P C R Y O Z M C F

O M P W I Z J M N E F J A A P R R

U M E I F M A T L I U I G M O E I

T I H G A C O K X C C B S N P A S

D N N J X O N P S M B K E H S M B

O G W V F I I P X D R T R A I X E

O O U E R R O C O O K O U T C N E

R A R P T L F U W S S C V Q L H G

S A S D F O L E M O N A D E E T A

B A A P E Q R S U N S H I N E M N

W O I F A I R G R O U N D P X B M

R L W N F E K N B A S E B A L L X

F B B M Y P M V T D G I S W O R V
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COME ON IN… SPLISH SPLASH! 
By Wilma Miller

CONCRETE & DIRT WORK • free estimates
904-303-7284

Commercial & Residential                No job too big or too small!

• Concrete (prep, form, pour, finish, stamping)

  • Grading • Dirt Work • Clearing Lots • Installing Culverts

JETT CONCRETE WORKS

Sheila’s Monthly Inspiration
“TO LOVE WHAT YOU DO AND FEEL THAT IT 

MATTERS—HOW COULD ANYTHING BE MORE FUN.”

Welcome to the neighborhood

Ryan Hernandez & Tabitha Alonso
659 Fingal Drive

Garrett & Marlena Garmon
366 Perthshire Drive

Derrick Goss
668 Fingal Drive

Richard & Maryann Mets
323 Legacy Drive

Chris Canipe & Brittany Peeler
355 Perthshire Drive

Ramon & Angie Quintanilla
2659 Country Club Blvd.

Who is afraid of a little cool water?  Not the thirty-five 
OPCC residents who are enjoying the Water Aerobic 
classes in our pool.  The classes are instructed by  
certified instructor, Robin McKenzie.  It’s never too  
late to join this fun group. Contact Wilma Miller at 
904-553-1407 if interested.

Water aerobics is a combination of aerobic, endurance 
and resistance training.  It is great way to exercise, 
especially if you have joint problems.  Socializing with 
your neighbors is another benefit.  You cannot have 
this much fun anywhere for $15 a month, so come on 
down.

See you at the pool!
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